
Edith Cavell Parents Advisory Council (PAC) Meeting Notes 
December 6, 2011

# of attendees: 17
Chairperson’s Welcome – Thanks for Coming!  Agenda reviewed, any new business added.
Approval of November 2011 Meeting Minutes:  Motion to approve minutes by Andrea Hayden, seconded by John Bouliane, all in favour.  Motion passed. 

Douglas Park – Paul Leung paul.leung@vancouver.ca
· Paul was unable to attend;  for details on programs, see DPCC brochures and information in the front hall outside of the Cavell office.

Principal’s Report – Mr. McEwan
· Two Christmas Concerts, Wed Dec 14 and Thurs Dec 15, both at 1:15 pm, 300+ seats for guests available at each show, no tickets needed.
· Six Christmas Hampers being organized for Neighbourhood House, plus an ongoing food bank drive which will continue at the concert, and Ms. Delauriers’ class is doing a clothing drive in the classroom.
· Report Cards – teachers will not be filling out report cards, which have not been ruled an essential service, but report cards with minimal details will be signed by Mr. McEwan and will need to be sent home for parents to sign and return as an official record.  
· In general, Teachers have made sure to be in touch with parents of any students they are concerned about.  Parents can approach individual Teachers if they have specific concerns or questions.
· In the New Year, Project Chef will be back throughout the school (K-7) from Feb 7 to Mar 7, with each classroom getting 3 half days of this amazing program!  It is partly funded by Project Chef Foundation, plus our cost is 200.00 per day = under $14 per student.  In past years, this program has been very well received by all participants.  Focus is on eating healthy, eating local, cooking safely, and cleanup.  Menus will be appropriate for age groups, and schedules will be sent out in the New Year, as well as a call for parent volunteers.
· Hip Hop lessons have continued through this week, as well Junior and Senior girls’ volleyball finished this past week and everyone did well!
· We have applied for a $2,000 grant from Whole Foods, as part of their Whole Kids initiative, to use towards school greening.  
· Active Friends Program is underway!
· Consultant has been selected, some peer students have been selected to participate in the program, and their parents have received approval forms.

Chair’s Report – Mary Shiffer
· 2nd Semester Food Day Ordering:  Hot lunch program is divided into 2 semesters – Please remember that your 2nd Semester Hot Lunch Ordering system will be open by the holiday break.   IN ORDER FOR STUDENTS TO RECEIVE HOT LUNCHES FOR THE 2nd SEMESTER, PARENTS MUST GO ONLINE AND ORDER HOT LUNCHES when the system opens.  A couple of pasta changes will appear on the website.
· THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE FOOD DAY VOLUNTEERS – you’ve been such great help!!!
· We are in negotiations to change our milk supplier, in order to save money.  Save On Foods might sign up to save us money and deliver this to us in order to lower milk costs from $1 back to $0.75.
· Grade 7 Graduation Planning –A committee is needed to plan for Grade 7 Graduation. Contact your Grade 7 Class Parent or PAC Exec team to volunteer.  Help make this a special time for our graduates!   This could also include a Grade 7 Yearbook  - a volunteer would be needed to help collect photos from families and organize them into a small memory booklet.  Free easy-to-use online software is available to help with layout & design.
· After-school Language Classes for 2012-2013 school year – ie Mandarin or French? Are parents interested in having an after-school offering? Would need a committee to look into this – please contact PAC Exec team if you are interested in helping.
· Hamber Scholarship Recipient- PAC received a wonderful letter from Bryce Robinson, a past Cavell scholarship winner who is now at Hamber and plans to attend UBC in Economics and Finance.
· NO JANUARY PAC MEETING.  If you are participating in a Committee, please use January to meet, plan, and budget, and prepare for the next PAC meeting on FEBRUARY 7th.

Recess Toy & Equipment Review & Survey – Ira Heidelman & Capri Doyle
· Ira and Capri created a written inventory of all existing indoor and outdoor equipment, and organized a survey for students to give feedback about how they spend their free time and what they want to play with. Full report will be posted on the Parent Notice Board.
· Children surveyed (21 answered the survey), majority were from Gr 3 and 5, but all grades were represented, and most said they prefer to play outside at recess + lunch.
· List of suggested toys for purchase – ie badminton, chalk, hoola hoops, dodge balls, paint for squares to be redone, scoops and balls, nets?
· Suggestions for greening projects included larger items such as additional playground equipment (ie swings), climbing apparatus have been passed to the Greening Committee for outdoor improvement consideration.
· PAC raised and passed a motion (see notes below) to set aside $400 for playground equipment.
· Thank you Ira & Capri for doing a terrific job!!

Greening Committee Report – Brenda Brown
· Committee is developing ideas and following leads from last Committee meeting.
· This week, Brenda and Mr McE meeting with Evergreen Foundation, great opportunity to work with experienced group who can help the Committee move forward.
· Next Committee meeting:  2nd or 3rd week of January.  An email will be sent in Jan.

School Children in Need – Karen Marshall
· Currently Cavell is fundraising for 6 Holiday hampers and a food bank drive to help families in need.  Thank you for your generous charitable contributions to these efforts!
· Karen will come to our next meeting to update families about how best to best support other schools. 

Laser Master Chess – organized Chess and Math program with fun dimensions – Tanya Fairweather
· Fun for kids who like to play games and who like math
· Great opportunity for academic enrichment – we would be the first public school from
· Vancouver to participate, several already from Burnaby!
· We need 10 students in order to form the program, and 7 students are signed up so far – class will be capped at 16
· Starting January 10, Tuesdays after school at 3:05 pm with hour and a half per lesson
· Registration forms available outside the Cavell office, cost is 135.00 (100.00 for the program, 35.00 for the booklet that you keep)
· Children would also be eligible to participate in tournaments around the lower mainland.

Treasurer’s Report - Shawn Turkington
· 2011-12 Working Budget Overview
· $7200 totals to date for QSP!!!
· $400++ raised from Cougarwear
· $450 raised from Family Photo night
· $4K left in the budget for pre-paid Hot Lunches through January.
· Gaming Grant Application has been completed and we’ve been accepted and should be receiving $20 per student!!!
· Funding Motions Needed:
· Hamber Student Scholarship (to a former Cavell Student) – $500 needed for 2 students.  Motioned by Andrea Hayden, seconded by Tanya Fairweather, all in favour.  Motion passed.
· Recess Equipment: $400 for Playground Equipment – Motioned by Chantal Oxley, seconded by Brenda Brown, all in favour.  Motion passed.

Fundraising Advisory Update
· Movie Event – Clair Rockel – Call for volunteers to help plan & organize. Should it be night or day, at the Park or at the school? Get involved and continue this fun winter event!  Email PAC Exec team if you are interested.
· Direct Ask letter might be tied into Garden Fundraising this school year.
· Year End Event discussion – Goal is to raise approx. $4K at a year-end event.  Could be a Carnival, a Carnival-Lite type of event, or something new.  Join the Committee to help create this exciting and fun-filled event.  Email PAC Exec team if you are interested.
· Raspberry Kids – Sue Sinclair
· First time the full catalogue was made available online for a fundraiser!
· Sue is keeping the online shopping open for now, and there will be a continued opportunity for parents to purchase from the catalogue using the edithcavell code – this provides PAC with a portion of the total sales amount - Thank You Sue!!!
· Current total to PAC is about $214 so far!

Thanks everyone!
Have a great holiday!

Minutes taken by Heidi Eaves, PAC Secretary.  



EVERY PARENT IS A MEMBER OF THE PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

PAC Monthly Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month and we’d love to see you!
Free childminding available if notified in advance.

NEXT PAC MEETING: Tuesday February 7, 2011 at 7pm in the library.
No January PAC Meeting.


2011-2012 PAC Exec:  
CHAIR:  Mary Shiffer maryshiffer@gmail.com; SECRETARY: Heidi Eaves missuseaves@gmail.com,
TREASURER: Shawn Turkington turk@turksolutions.ca

If you have not signed up for the Cavell PAC online mailing list, please go to the PAC website and sign up now:
http://www.cavellpac.ca.  
Here you’ll also find the school calendar, online hot lunch ordering, and other great information!
